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THE TRUE MEANING OF THE HOLIDAYS  
CONTINUED… 

 

out to shop by mail/Amazon or in stores and using donations to fill 
Santa’s bag right up to the deadline. 
 

The Holiday Boutique came on the heels of the toy collection this 
year, and the auction brought in more than $3,500.  Some notable 
donations for the auction came from Lobster Haven, Safety Har-
bor Therapeutic Spa, the Tampa Bay Lightning, Tibby’s New 
Orleans Kitchen in Brandon, and Russells’ Western Wear. In 
addition to the more than 50 community members who donated toys 
or cash, roughly 50 neighbors also attended the Holiday Boutique. 
You are all greatly appreciated, and you have all made a huge dif-
ference in at least one child’s or teenager’s life. 
 

A huge thank you goes to Jeffy Beaver (East Eden Roc Circle) for 
coordinating this effort. She is amazing, and her ambition an d suc-
cess with this program grows each year.  
 

Also thank you to Tiki Kirk (Versailles Drive) and Tina 
Mawn (Versailles Drive) who helped Jeffy with shopping. And 
many thanks to volunteers who helped at the auction, including auc-
tioneers Linda Mills (Versailles Drive) and LeAnn Anseeuw 
(Fontainebleau). Friends and family who aren’t Dana Shores resi-
dents also kept track of the bidders, collected money, and managed 
refreshments; they included Jenny Beaver, Kathy Chambers, Da-
na Davidson, Lisa Panchuk, and Sarah Spicer. Several major 
donors outside our three communities joined our cause this year too; 
they include Ann Waltner, Jan Porter and Lori Castleman. 

CHANGES AT SKYWAY DEMONSTRATE 
WHAT WE ACHIEVE WHEN WE WORK 
TOGETHER 

 

Many have noticed the new turf added to the children’s 
playground and, as of this writing, one more piece of equipment 
is scheduled for installation. This is a big milestone, the capstone 
to a multi-year, multi-agency effort at the park. We’re proud of 
the transformation and equally proud of the collaborative work 
that brought it to fruition.  
 

Roughly four years ago, the Dana Shores Civic Association 
(DCSA) heard residents’ concerns about the aging infrastructure 
and lack of amenities at the children’s park. As a future vision 
was being developed through community input, a fantastic team 
of nine volunteers stepped up to spearhead individual efforts. 
The team worked together under the leadership of the DSCA and 
in collaboration with the County and other partners to fully 
transform this area with updated infrastructure, health and 
enrichment opportunities, increased inclusivity, and several 
useful amenities:  
 

• Toni Jabaay (Pelican Island resident) ꟷ upgrade and 
installation of aluminum fencing  

• Katie Heckert (DSCA Secretary/Treasurer and E. Eden Roc 
Circle resident) ꟷ addition of new amenities, programs for 
childhood enrichment (e.g., Little Library, Xylophone, 
Family Fun Day), and park security 

• Katie Heckert and Ashley Broussard (former Pelican 
Island resident) ꟷ design and installation of artificial turf on 
the playground  

• Jeffy Beaver (East Eden Roc Circle resident) ꟷ Little 
Library event leadership 

• Diane Mayes (Americana Drive resident) ꟷ addition of 
pickleball options at Skyway 

• Colleen Adams (DSCA Law Enforcement Liaison & 
Versailles Drive resident) ꟷ addition of an outdoor fitness 
zone 

• Sabrina Ferrante (Doral Drive resident) ꟷ planning and 
coordination of children’s holiday events  

• Other improvements supported by the team included 
benches, shade sail, water fountain/bottle-filling station, 
landscaping, and tree trimming. 

 

Holly Simmons (DSCA Vice President and Dana Shores Drive 
resident) and Allison Roberts (DSCA President and Americana 
Drive resident) supported the team and guided communications, 
funding strategies, grant writing, operational improvements, and 
coordination with Hillsborough County Parks and Recreation, 
County Commissioner Cohen, former County Commissioner 
Overman, the Children’s Board of Hillsborough County, and 
Friends of the County Parks & Recreation.  
 

The changes at Skyway are a testament to what we can 
accomplish together with the work of our volunteers, support 
from the community, and expertise and funding from the County 
and non-profits. Our accomplishments are also a testament to our 
core values of Collaboration, Execution, and Working for the 
Majority.  
 

Many thanks to all who have donated time and funding for park 
improvements. As always, if you have an idea and are willing to 
roll up your sleeves to help make it a reality, feel free to reach 
out to us at info@danashores.com. 
 

 Figure 1: BEFORE 

 Figures 2 & 3: CURRENT 
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DSCA Meeting Recap 

 

Thanks to those who attended the Dana Shores Civic Association (DSCA) meeting held on December 11, 2025.  
 

Members reviewed and unanimously approved amendments to the DSCA bylaws. We are pleased to share that, as a 
result, we can hold virtual meetings in the future. This will allow us to choose between an in-person or remote meeting 
depending on the meeting content. Another important change to highlight is the incorporation of emergency meeting 
protocols, allowing association members to meet via teleconference or other virtual means and waiving notice 
requirements during a declared State of Emergency. The storms last year taught us that Tampa residents, businesses, and 

public entities had practiced hurricane prep many times, but what we had far 
less practice and preparation for was recovery after the event. This is when 
communication can be most critical and most challenging. (For more 
information about the civic association, including additional insight into our 
vision and accomplishments, visit https://danashores.com/civic-association-

external/.) 
 

Meeting attendees also discussed the changes we see in Dana Shores as a result 
of hurricane rebuilding and recovery efforts, ways to suggest to new and 
prospective buyers a few relevant, meaningful building standards that would be 
desirable and exceed minimum County standards, and the disadvantage that 
some homeowners could face with respect to grants and other programs due to a 
lack of self-imposed building standards that are more common in HOA, POA, 
and deed-restricted communities. A small team is evaluating these concerns and 
alternative strategies over the next month or so, including the potential for a 
small-scale pilot. If one of the alternatives is ultimately pursued, it will be 
addressed and managed independently of the Dana Shores Civic Association, 
and it would be predicated upon individual property owners choosing to actively 
opt into such a program, as Dana Shores is not a deed-restricted community and 
it is not the role of the Civic Association to pursue such efforts. If you are 
interested in getting involved, we are happy to pass your information on. Feel 
free to send an email to info@danashores.com.  
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2025 ROCKY POINT LIGHTED BOAT PARADE  
 

Thank you to DSCA Vice President Holly Simmons (Dana Shores Dr.) for volunteering your time and talents to orchestrate the parade on 
behalf of the Dana Shores Civic Association. 
 

Thank you to all captains from Dana Shores, Pelican Island, and Rocky Point Island, their crews, spectators, and party hosts! Hats 
off to Joe Simmons (Dana Shores Dr.) for leading the parade.  And many congratulations to our winners!  
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