
The wrack is stuff cast ashore by the sea. Much 
of this once grew in the sea, like seaweeds and 
seagrasses. These marine castaways foster 
protective dunes and support a unique natural 
community that brings life to the beach.

Beach Wrack Life
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Threats to the Wrack 
Community

Some of our efforts to "clean" the beach include 
the mechanized removal of wrack from the 
beach. Unfortunately, the barren shores left by 
beach cleaning and grooming machines are 
not hospitable to beach life. Without wrack, 
some of the most interesting attributes of a 
beach are also absent.  

Let birds feed and rest

Protect dune vegetation

Pick up trash

Respect posted nest areas

Keep out of posted areas. 
Disturbances to birds 
cause nests or entire 
colonies to be abandoned.

Obey pet regulations
Even leashed dogs on 
the beach scare birds. 
Frightened birds are 
forced to leave eggs
and chicks unprotected.

If birds take flight, you are 
too close. For migratory 
birds, feeding and resting 
on our beaches is key to 
their survival.

Picking items by hand 
makes it unnecessary to 
rake the beach in ways 
that remove wrack and 
uproot sprouting plants.

Dune plants build and 
stabilize the beach, and 
provide cover and food 
for wildlife. 

The smaller animals in the wrack provide food 
for shorebirds, which rely on this sustenance to 
fuel their long-distance migrations.
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As wrack ages, it provides 
for the growth of fungi and 
other organisms.

Small animals like insects and beach-hoppers feed 
on fungi growing in the wrack, as well as on the 
marine creatures that wash ashore.

Currents and winds transport 
marine plants and other floating 
material onto the beach. 

Sprouting plants grow more 
quickly through their vulnerable 
period thanks to nutrients 
provided by the decaying wrack.

 Some clumps grow into low dunes out 
on the upper beach. If left undisturbed, 
these small dunes can grow into 
substantial mounds capable of protecting 
upland property from storm erosion.

Piping Plovers Need Natural Beaches
Piping Plovers are small, sand-colored birds with a 
white collar and orange legs. Breeding birds have a 
black forehead, dark breastband, and a dark 
orange bill with a black tip. Birds not in breeding 
plumage lack the dark markings on the head and 
breast, and can have a black bill.

Piping Plovers can be found on Florida beaches 
during spring and fall migrations and throughout 
the winter. These birds rest on the upper beach and 
forage for insects and worms with other shorebirds 
in the wrack and swash zone, and on nearby 
mudflats. 

Clumps of old wrack provide wind 
shadows that begin to collect 
wind-blown sand and tumbling 
plant seeds on the upper beach.
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The Piping Plover is
federally protected and
designated a threatened
species. They nest in the
northern U.S. and Canada.
Many winter along Florida beaches. 

The Threatened Piping Plover
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Food for Our Birds
Invertebrates living in wrack and wave-washed
sands provide food for Red Knots and other 
shorebirds.

Migration
route

Our beaches are home to shorebirds like 
sandpipers and plovers, and to seabirds such as 
gulls and terns. Many of these birds are present 
in Florida fall through spring, but migrate north 
to nest. Others are here all year.

Least Sandpiper
Sanderling

Beach-hoppers

Insects Polychaetes

MollusksMole crabs
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The Red Knot's Journey
Red Knots may travel
20,000 miles each year
between their Arctic nesting
areas and winter homes.
Many winter in Florida; others
pass through in migration. They 
depend on our beaches and flats 
for food they need to survive and 
the energy reserves to sustain 
them in their travels.

Dunlin

The Red Knot is a federally protected threatened species.

Some species of shorebirds and 
seabirds nest on our beaches March 
to August. Watch out for nests and 
chicks, which may be difficult to see. 
Respect posted nesting areas and 
move away if adult birds seem 
disturbed.

Sea turtles nest on Florida beaches mainly from 
May to October. Experience nesting with a 
permitted guide. Sea turtles may abandon nesting 
if approached too closely. Keep at a distance, 
remain quiet, and keep all lights off. Turtles and 
nests must not be disturbed.

Nesting Shorebirds and Sea Turtles                    
You Can Help

• Never intentionally flush shorebirds.  
 Walk around groups of feeding or   
 resting birds.
• Don’t let your children chase birds.   
 When forced to fly, birds use up    
 energy reserves.
• Obey pet ordinances. Shorebirds are  
 scared by dogs, even when dogs are  
 leashed.
• Share the word. Human disturbance  
 is the number one threat to our
 shorebirds.
• Don’t feed gulls and other wildlife.  
• Dispose of trash properly.

Snowy Plover with eggs and chick Loggerhead sea turtle track, egg laying, and nest covering

WHAT

WHY
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EFFECT

While Tampa Bay is improving in overall water 
quality including increased seagrass coverage, 
Old Tampa Bay north of the causeway has 
lagged behind other segments in this recovery. 
The intent is for the new bridge to aid in tidal 
flushing of Old Tampa Bay north of the causeway 
to promote improved water quality.

Construction of a new low-level 230-foot  bridge 
to replace this section of causeway. Travel lanes 
and the pedestrian trail will be carried on this 
bridge over a newly formed channel connecting 
the waters north and south of the existing 
causeway.

Construction starts in January, 2018 and will be 
completed in the Spring of 2019.

The trail will be kept open at all times for use. 
However, temporary realignment at various times 
during construction will be required. Notifications 
will be posted at least two weeks prior to each 
alignment change to inform trail users.

For more information or questions, contact 
James VanSteenburg, P.E. at 813-450-3974.

SR 60 Courtney Campbell Causeway 
Water Quality Improvement Project

FPID: 439206-1-52-01
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This species is a large, boldly patterned bird. Adults 
have black heads, large red bills, brown backs and 
wings, and white bellies. They have wide white wing 
stripes that are visible in  ight. Juveniles are similar 
but appear duller in color with scaly light edges to their 
feathers.

American oystercatchers forage for food along 
beaches, saltmarsh, mud ats, and dredge spoil is-
lands. They eat oysters, clams, mussels, sea urchins, 
star sh, crabs and worms.

The species nests on sandy sites such as dunes, low sandy spots with good 
vegetative cover, dredge spoil, or marsh islands. 

Since nesting habitat can be diffi  cult to  nd given coastal development, 
they may nest very close to the high-tide line. This strategy is risky as 
nests can be destroyed by spring tides during full or new moons. Adults 
scrape-out several shallow depressions in 
sand, then select one to line with shells, small 
stones, or tide wrack for nesting. 

In Florida, the species is designated as a state 
threatened species.

There are both resident oystercatchers in 
Florida that breed and nest, and wintering 
(non-breeding) oystercatchers that visit us 
each year.

Tampa Bay is one of the best Florida locations 
to observe American oystercatchers. FROM: Florida Fish and Wild-

life Conservation Commission

PHOTO CREDIT: National Audubon Society; Stefan Reed

American oystercatcher
Distribution
Open Water (Fresh)
U.S. Interstates

FROM: Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commission
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